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Au~t 28, [997

The Hon()rabl¢ Pete Wilson
~Jovernur of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, Calitbrnia 95814

¯ Dear (.iovcrnor Wilsom

Thank you tbr your thoughtful letter concerning the on-going implementation of the
Central Valley Project Improvement A~t ~CVPIA) and the Bay-Delta Accord. The President has
asked me to respond directly to you.

Rest assured, this Administration places great value on the Bay-Delta Accord. As you
know, from President Clinton’s earlies, days in office, this issue has been a top priority tbr us.
and we have worked successthlly to end the impasse that predated our involvement.

We seek to implement this crucial compact in a manner con.sistent ’~vith the overwhelming
vote of the California electorate when they approved Proposition 204 and provided over $500
million to restore ~e ecosystems of the Bay, the Delta and the Sacramento and San Joaquin
Rivers. In the 1998 budget, the President asked Congress to appropriate $143.3 million ~is year,
the full amount au~orJzed in the California Bay-Delta Environmental Enhancement and Water
Security Act, and notified the Congress that the Administration planned to request the same
amounts for the next two years for a total of $430 million so that our Federal commiunent will
closely approximate that of the California public.

The Accord is a valuable agreement in d’,e effbrt to help solve the complex water needs of
the California economy and the equally complex needs of the Bay-Delta ecosystem. In the spirit
of the Accord, wherein the State and the Federal governments p|edged to work. together to solve
the challenges facing environmental and urbaru’agrieulture water supplies, the Department of the
Interior has established a collaborative problem-solving process for the CVPIA which includes
every interested group (environmental. agricultural, and urban water users) and all relevant
Federal and State agencies. This process is designed to provide all stakeholders an opportunily
to be heazd, and to develop a common ground upon which to address the man)’ complex and
controversial issues of the CVPIA.

Section 3406 (b)(2) of the CVPIA directs that 800,000 acre-feeI of the Centra.I Valley
Project yield bc made availablc for fish. wHd|it~ and habitat restoration, and tbr other purposes.
Three working groups have been tbrmed to provide a solid scientific base for the decision on
how to allocate the needed (b)(2) water in any given water year in order to meet the requirements
of the CVPIA. No final decision date has been set bu~ certainly no final decision can bc made for
at least several more weeks. Since the work of these broad based groups has not come to
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re~olution, it i,, premature to come to a conclusion regarding potential effects on the Accord’s
implcmcntati(m.

Xt’our tener indicates ~at you are aware that negotiations ~e now unde~ny to extend the
Accord and that the State, Federal government, and st~eholde~ are w~ing h~d to complete
p~e II of the Bay-Delta progr~ by ne~ year. The President ~d his Administration ~e well
aw~e that bo~ the State of Calitbmia and the ~erican people a~ing t~ou~ ~e~ Feder~
government s~and upo~ a ve~" importer t~esho~d. If we ac~ in unison, we ~11 be able to
tlae fishery and np~ian habitals in one of the world’s greatest riverine and estua~ system~
providing for the water requi~ments of a growing Calitbmia economy and population. This
the President’s goal; sign~fi~t progress has been made because ofhiz leade~hip to ~te ~d, at
the P~sideat’s direction, the Admini,~tmtion ~5II continue m exeg eve~ e~ba to achieve
hope we can count on lhe State of Calitbrnia to continue to do ~e same.

S.n .e~13...
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